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their friends came to see them there. Collegiate and
non-collegiate life were far less separate. For the
first half of the century the teaching staff of Fellows
were still at least theoretically celibate; but in the
Dublin of living memory Trinity College was the
centre of a number of families 'whose heads were
members of the College common-room : and intercourse
between town and gown was closer than before. Also,
whereas at the English Universities fellowships were
commonly held only for a term of years, the fellowship
of Trinity College was an endowment for life. Again,
the lawyer, or doctor, or clergyman who went out
from the college to take up work in Dublin could,
and as a rule did, maintain contact with the university
life for years after his undergraduate career was
ended. The whole place, shut in by its walls, with its "
residential buildings, its lecture-rooms, its chapel/ its
library, its gardens and cricket-field in the very heart
of the city was academic in a manner that none of the
non-residential universities can be ; yet it was part of
the city life and modified by it,
• This character showed itself in the type of men it.
produced. The last half-century was perhaps the
most brilliant and characteristic in the University's-
academic history. It had certain men like Ingram:,
Abbott, and Palmer, whose reputation lay only among
the learned—though Ingram was known also univer-
sally throughout Ireland as the author of a patriotic
song, " Who fears to speak of Ninety-eight/* pub-
lished when he was an undergraduate in the time
before 1848. But three or four others, notably
Tyrrell, ^Salmpn, and Mahaffy, were conspicuous as
personalities in a way that scarcely any of their
contemporaries at Oxford and Cambridge approached.
The contact with city life took from them much of
their donnishness, and the particular mould of the
university studies prevented restricted specialisation*
Tyrrell was a man of letters as well as scholar : Salmon
a Biblical critic as well as a mathematician, and of

